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Background
CJ Langenhoven is well known for his political activities, 
legal work and probably mostly for his ability to write.  
He also did drawings and joinery work. CJ Langenhoven 
wrote the Afrikaans words for South Africa’s anthem in 
1918. Nkosi Sikelel’ iAfrica was composed in 1897 by 
Enoch Sothonga a Methodist Mission School teacher. 
The words of the first stanza were originally written in 
Xhosa as a hymn. Today it is sung together with Sesotho 
and some English translation as our National Anthem.  
It is this merging of cultures which the Langenhoven  
centre building hopes to facilitate.

design
SAHRA played an important role in setting the heritage 
standards for the site. The site which is 95m long and 63m 
wide in total (street front) is divided in three distinct strips 
in terms of its Historical reading. The central strip which 
accommodates the old house, front garden, orchard and 
waenhuis had to remain historically correct.  

The first proposal, approved by SAHRA, was to establish 
an outdoor amphitheatre on the northern strip, but this 
was blocked at ministerial level due to  “sonde met die 
bure”.

Five years  later it was proposed to demolish the cu-
rators house in the south east corner and to build a 
multi purpose space which would form a back drop for  

productions, exhibitions etc. to encourage cultural  
diversity. The project consists of two buildings. The 
first is a simple double storey box, which houses the 
multi purpose space and provides canvas like walls 
to allow for different interpretations to be expressed.   
A second linear building contains the ablution facilities 
which also act as the backstage area.

Inside the larger box there is a double volume, multi   pur-
pose theatre, exhibition and conference space. The re-
maining ground floor space can be used for commercial 
activities like a restaurant and curio shop for memorabilia, 
but at the same time could also showcase exhibitions. 
A steel glass staircase leads upstairs to a smaller  
multi-purpose room and an office space. An outdoor 
stage area also allows for a much bigger audience to par-
ticipate in productions and events. The building sits in the 
back ground and its rectangular lines and contemporary 
appearance allows it to juxtapose with the historical build-
ings, situated on the front of the site.

The old house was restored to its original glory by fellow 
architect Boet Smuts and in 2000 the remains of Langen-
hoven and his wife were removed from the local cemetery 
where the grave yard was being vandalized. The remains 
were reburied with the original headstones in the Garden 
of remembrance created to the south of the old house. 
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