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ULWAZI YOUTH CENTRE PHASE 1 AND 2 

LOCATION: LANGA, CAPE TOWN, WESTERN CAPE 

PROVINCE DATE: 1989 – 1998 

 

BACKGROUND 

Langa, a township notorious for its 1989 youth gang 

killings and the terrorizing by gangs of its residents has 

historically been torn apart by political conflict and vio- 

lence. A community leader Zora Mehlumakulu and some 

parents contacted CS Studio to help find a solution to put 

an end to the 38 killings that had violently taken place. 

 
Langa Township was originally established to provide 

cheap labour for the Western Cape. It consists of mostly 

single storey small family homes, hostels, and shacks. 

In some cases up to 24 people share a single room.     

At the time the conditions were extremely unhealthy with 

no public facilities for the residents, except at the illegal 

shebeens (bars) and taverns. 

 
The site is situated in Langa, 10km from the centre of 

Cape Town CBD. The only site which became available 

and was accepted by the youth was a small piece of land 

(1061 square metres) nestled between existing formal 

housing and hostels. However, the site was relatively far 

away from taverns and shebeens. 

 

DESIGN 

A meeting with representatives from various gangs and 

other youth organizations followed once a meeting was 

held with concerned adults and parents. 

 
 

It was agreed that a process of weekly meetings with the 

youth and other interested parties would follow which 

lead to the preparation of fundraising proposals to build 

phase 1 of the Ulwazi centre during 1991. 

 
The first phase of the building consists of three rectan- 

gular elements that are held together by the circulation 

spaces. The three boxes also form an internal court- 

yard which is used for parking, playing etc. The main 

multi-purpose hall is the re-cycled hostel where the steel  

structure was re-used and extended to expand the hall. 

 
Every space is designed to cater for a variety of ac- 

tivities. An outside ‘caged in’ room provides additional 

accommodation for the classrooms. A second phase at 

the back of the hall consisting mainly of classrooms, have 

also been planned. Although further finance was made 

available to expand the project, it was unfortunately un- 

able to proceed due to conflicting interests surrounding 

the project. 

 
The second phase was completed by a local female con- 

tractor and functioned well until recently. The building 

changed thousands of lives but sadly in November 2009 

a gang instigated the demolition of the building. 
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